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d'Annunzio. So successful was he that he thought he had
Mussolini in his pocket; in which he was much mistaken.
The negotiations took place at Milan through the prefect
Lusignoli, who was to be the connecting link between
Giolitti and Mussolini until the march on Rome. The
Treaty of Rapallo with Jugo-Slavia was signed on Novem-
ber 12, 1920. Dalrnatia, except for Zara, remained Jugo-
Slavian, and part of the port of Fiume, Sussak, was also
ceded. Mussolini, whose attacks on Bissolati1 in January
1919 will be recalled, wrote on the same day : c We declare
ourselves satisfied as far as the eastern frontier is concerned,
and we believe that this satisfaction will be shared unani-
mously by Italian public opinion. As for Fiume, the
Rapallo solution is not the ideal one, which would be
annexation, but it is the best so far put forward \ Next day
he went still further : £ Italy needs peace to recover and
refresh herself and to pursue the way to her inevitable
greatness. Only a madman or a criminal would consider
unleashing new wars not forced on us by sudden aggression.
For this reason we thoroughly approve of the settlement of
the eastern frontier and Fiume questions.5 In the same
article Mussolini set himself against the nationalists, whom
he accused of imperialism and reproached for c being
hypnotized by the sight of a few islands and beaches in the
Adriatic '. This article dumbfounded the Fiume legionaries,
who called Mussolini a c parasite ' and a * traitor \ adding,
* the great man of the Via Cannobio2 has fizzled out5.
At the Central Fascist Committee in Milan a breath of
revolt was felt. To cut the ground from under the opposition
Mussolini himself introduced a motion in favour of com-
promise, which declared that the Treaty of Rapallo was
c Sufficient and acceptable as to the eastern frontier, insuffi-
cient as to Fiume, inacceptable as to Dalmatia \ One
member of the central committee, Cesare Rossi, voted
against it ' because he was in complete agreement with the
tendencies and opinions expressed by Mussolini himself
some days ago in the Popolo d* Italia \
By this manoeuvre Mussolini avoided a break with the
fasri and at the same time brought off his pact with Giolitti,
1	P. 28 ff.
2	The Milan office of the Popolo d*Italia was in this street.

